16/3/2020 Dear Parents & Guardians,

Please read the latest information from the Department of Education (DET). As a consequence of current requirements: the
GRIP =Student Leaders Conference Thurs 19/3, will need to be postponed for our School Captains and Vice-Captains, as will

the Earth Ed —Science excursion Mon 23/3 for the Year Ones and Year Twos. Our School Discos scheduled for this Thursday-
TBC. Please keep an eye out for regular notices- possibly daily. Kind regards, Sonia & Staff.
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STATEMENT ON SCHOOL CLOSURES IN VICTORIA

Dr Brett Sutton MBES MPHTM FAFPHM FRSPH FACTM MFTM
Wictorian Chief Health Officer
Victorian Chief Human Biosecurity Officer

The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC] met recently to consider the issue of
school closures in relation to the community transmission of COVID-15,

The Committes’s advice is that pre-emptive school closures are not likely to be proportionate or
affective as a public health intervention to prevent community transmission of COVID-19 at this time,

A5 Wictoria®s Chief Health Officer and a5 a member of the AHPPC, | fully endorse this adviee in relation
to schoals in Victaria.

There is currently limited information on the contribution of children to transmission of COVIR-19. The
WHO-China loint Mission poted the primany role of household transmission and observad that children
tended to be infected from aduits,

Frevious work suggests that the potential reduction in community transmission from pra-emptive
schonl closures may be offset by the care arrangements that are in place for children who are not at
school,

There |5 a particular risk aisociated with the fact that children may reguire care from vulnerzble
grandparants or may continue to associate (and transmit infection} cutside of school settings.

Broadhy, the health advice on school closures from previous respiratory epidemics shows the health
casts are often underestimated and the benefits are overestimated.

This may be even maore so in relation te COVID-19 as unlike influenza, the impact on atherwise healthy
children has been minimal ta date.

For pre-emptive schaol closures to be effective, prolonged closure iz required and it would be unclear
when they could be re-opened. If there wera still 3 large pool of susceptible students when schoals are
re-opened, there would be likely to be re-emeargence of transmission in the community.

school closures may still be considered |ate in the cutbreak in anticipation of a peak in infection rates,
for a shorter pariod of time, Shart term reactive school closures may also be warrantad to allow cleaning
ard contact tracing to acour.

Shauld evidence change in relation to school closures then my advice to the sector, in collaboration with

AHPPC, would of course change also,
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